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Superposition state 
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Free evolution 

Stationary states 

How can we know it was in the superposition state? 
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Quantum information 

Suppose Alice want to send Bob information by using two level 

system statesBob can know by measure it in the right basis 

Superposition states 

Other bases: Bob 

cannot know 

which state Alice 

sent 

Correlated measurements 

Two level system 
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Mixed state 

All uncorrelated measurementsBob 

cannot know the information in any 

basis even if Alice tells him which 

basis she used 

Mixed states: cannot 

write in a superposition 

form, or single wave 

vector 

Pure states 



Entanglement 

Combined two-

level systems 

quantum states 

Suppose Xavier prepare the above quantum states. Alice and Bob 

want to know what it is by measure each component separatedly. 

There is one basis 

in which 

measurements of 

Bob and Alice are 

correlated 
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Entanglement 

Entanglement states 

There are three bases in 

which measurements of 

Bob and Alice are 

correlated 



Decoherence 

Decoherence 

Decaying (relaxation), 

relaxation lifetime T1 

Dephasing, dephasing 

lifetime T2 
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Decaying 

Losing energy to the environment 

Probability finding the 

system in excited state 
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Dephasing 

Random phase kick 

from environment 
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Average measurements 

Reduced amplitude 
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Treatment of decoherence 

Density matrix 

  Pure state 

Mix state a a a b b bW W ...      
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Pure state 2-level system 
0 11 2a a  

Diagonal elements: probability to find the system in the pure state. 

Relaxation: diagonal element decaying 

Tr( ) 1
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Treatment of decoherence 

Oscillation (inteference) term coming from the off-diagonal elements 

coherent superpostion 

 0 1
1

(0 )
2

  

z

1
H

2
 

0 1

1 1
i t i t

2 2
1

( t ) e e
2

 


 
  
 
 

i t

i t

1 e1
( t ) ( t ) ( t )

2 e 1




  



 
   

 
 

 
i t

i t

1 e 11 1 1
p ( t ) ( t ) 1 1 cos( t )

14 2 2e 1




  

  
          

Mixed stateno coherent element in 

this basis 
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Strongly depends of the 

basis representation!!! 



Master equation 

Schrodinger equation 

Liouville equation 



Master equation 

Interaction picture 

Liouville equation 



Master equation 
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tot R(0 ) (0 )   

Suppose HSR has no diagonal elements in the bath basis 
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Master equation 

Weak coupling approximation tot I I R, ( t') ( t')   

I I( t') ( t )  Markoff approximation 
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SRH A B 


  SRH ( t ) A ( t ) B ( t ) 
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Master equation 

B ( t ) 0  B ( t )B ( t') B ( t ) B ( t') 0    t t' 

t'' t t',dt'' dt'   

Superoperator 
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Master equation 
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Master equation 
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Master equation 
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Master equation in Schrodinger Picture 
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Master equation 
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The system interacts with the environment 



Master equation 
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